DIVISIONAL AND BILL SPRY 2026 RESULTS AND REPORT
by Ben YB

As in October last year, closed roads and dodgily-signed diversions did their best to prevent people from making it to Okehampton for the Divisional and Bill Spry tournaments on Sunday 24 January. It’s almost as if the good townspeople are eager to keep outsiders away. What are they hiding? Is Okehampton the Hawkins of west Devon, home to a terrifying Demogorgon, portal to an ‘upside-down’ world where the normal rules of good and evil are reversed – long pimples on a cosmic scale? Or perhaps it’s just a wet Devon town with lots of potholes and not much in the public coffers. You decide.
Despite the sinister cosmic conspiracy / rain & potholes, an impressive total of 29 players made it to the for the Divisional Championships – 11 in Div 1, 12 in Div 2 and 5 for Div 3. Still more impressive was the calm yet ruthless efficiency with which Jane Gillard ensured everything ran smoothly and even on time. If there is a Demogorgon, she’s the one to organise the resistance.
DIVISIONALS

The Divisionals were first. There were two groups in Divs 1 and 2, one in Div 3. Results as follows. 

Div 1 Group A –  winner Rory Harries, runner up Ben Yarde-Buller

Div 1 Group B – winner Ben Richmond, runner up Philip Thompson

Div 2 Group A – winner Richard Ryan, runner up Mitch Bellham

Div 2 Group B  - winner David Sillifant, runner up Zachary Beene

Div 3 – winner Blake Bellham, runner up Jack Grace
Hats off to talented junior Blake Bellham, who has so far resisted the lure of the pimples despite his dad’s mastery thereof, and won the Div 3 championship without losing a match.
Divs 1 and 2 each went to a knock-out stage. In Div 1, Rory Harries and Benjamin Richmond justified their seedings by reaching the final, where Rory’s control, variety and tactical savviness eventually prevailed over Benjamin’s barnstorming topspin attacks. There were numerous spectacular exchanges, and the match was closer than the score suggests.

In Div 2, it was anybody’s guess which of the four semi-finalists would triumph. Richard Ryan, unbeaten in the League, blending backhand pimples with forehand power? Zach Beene, who has serious Okehampton form and had run Richard very close when they last played? David Sillifant, team-mate of Richard, whose ability to reach every incoming ball and direct it back onto the table with zero apparent effort is a wonder to behold? Or the canny, competitive and dexterous Mitch Bellham, ‘playing up’ from Div 3? 
In the event it was Zach, who, in an entertaining final, found a way through David’s defences with his devilishly spinny serves and brutal forehand topspins.
Results here: 
Div 1 knock out stages


Semi final 1- Ben Richmond beating Ben Yarde-Buller, 11-7, 11-5, 11-6


Semi final 2 – Rory beating Philip 11-8, 11-, 11-6


Final – Rory beating Ben Richmond, 8-11, 11-7, 11-7, 11-3

Div 2 knock out stages


Semi final 1 – Zach Beene beating Richard Ryan 1-12, 11-8, 11-8


Semi final 2 – David Sillifant bearing Mitch Bellham 11-, 11-9, 11-9


Final – Zach Beene beating David Sillifant 11-8, 11-9, 11-8

BILL SPRY

And so to the Bill Spry. There were 25 entries, with some players having left after the morning session, and others arriving to play only the afternoon one.
Players were divided into four groups, each playing round robin. Results as follows:

Group 1 – winner Ben Richmond, runner up Graham Yardley


Group 2 – winner Ben Yarde-Buller, runner up Graham Copp


Group 3 – winner John Handy, runner up Wilf Adams


Group 4 - winner Zachary Beene, runner up Szabolcs Deak

As the knock-out stage got underway, the smart money began to flow towards Zach Beene and Szabolcs Deak. For Zach, Okehampton TT Club is basically just a place he goes to pick up trophies. Szabolcs, finding a scintillating streak of form, successively defeated his two West Exe B team-mates, Benjamin Richmond and Ben Y-B. The latter (your correspondent) was positively swatted aside and had to muster all his self-control to resist pulling an embarrassing tantrum and refusing to drive his team-mate back to Exeter.

In the final, true to form, Zach won, despite some sterling resistance from Szabolcs. If Okehampton TT Club is Roland Garros, Zach Beene is well on the way to being its Rafa Nadal. And he’s a leftie too. Spooky.
Detailed results as follows:

Quarter finals 


Zach Beene beat Graham Copp 11-6, 11-4, 11-4


Szabolcs Deak beating Ben Richmond 8-11,11-5, 8-10, 11-7, 11-8


John Handy beating Graham Yardley 11-9, 11-9, 4-11, 11-9


Ben Yarde-Buller beating Wilf Adams 10-12, 11-8, 12-10, 11-7 

Semi Finals


Szabolcs Deak beating Ben Yarde-Buller 11-7, 11-7, 11-4


Zach Beene beating John Handy 10-12, 10-12, 11-4 11-9, 11-5

Final

Zach Beene beating Szabolcs Deak 11-6, 11-4, 6-11, 11-7

